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(PQDT)
Dissertations Abstracts
 Used by more than 3,000 libraries 
around the world
 Contains over 2.3 million citations
 Over 1 million titles available in full text
Open Access 
The Changing Need for Services 
 Open Access in PQDT 
• Libraries and authors have expressed a desire to be 
published in the ProQuest database open access 
• Services Around Publishing in Repositories
• Concern about material under another copyright being 
included in theses
• Desire for plagiarism detection service 
• Exposure to search engines
• Author permission agreement 
• Microfilm backup
• Online Submission Deposit Tool 
 Global Open Access
• via PQDT (Dissertations Abstracts Database)
• via your Institutional Repository
 Ensures that copyright issues have been resolved prior to 
circulation
 Automatic delivery to your IR
 Explicit OA permissions through the Author Agreement
 Plagiarism Check
 Open to Search Engines
 Microfilm backup
 Online Submission Deposit Tool 
 FEE: One Time Fee of $150 (USD) 
Expanded Publishing Services
Open Access 
in PQDT / Dissertations Database
• Any internet user will have access to 
free full-text downloads via PQDT Open 
(the OA portion of the ProQuest 
Dissertations and Theses database).  
Open Access from Your Institution
• Automatically deliver the UMI-published 
version to your institution following 
editorial processing for posting in your 
repository 
• Cleared in terms of unauthorized 
copyrighted material held in appendices
• Author permission secured
Plagiarism Detection
• Comparison of:
– PQDT Dissertations (exclusive)
– Web content
– Journal articles contained in ProQuest 
databases 
Microfilm Backup
• EDTs are run through ProQuest’s “E-
beam” camera to create preservation-
quality microfilm images
• 2 copies are stored in separate climate 
and humidity-controlled vaults
• Library can purchase local microfilm 
copy
Online Deposit / Submission Tool
The UMI-ETD online submission tool streamlines the 
submission and administration process for students 
and university.
 Custom-built and maintained by ProQuest
 University-specific information loaded into the site
 Linked to your university’s resources 
 One gateway to everything your students need to publish their 
dissertation or thesis
 and everything your staff needs to administer the process
 plus tech support for both students and administrators
It’s Your Process
 Nothing can be sent to ProQuest / UMI until approved 
for submission.
The institution reviews all dissertations/theses before the titles are sent 
to ProQuest / UMI
• compliance with policies
• format requirements
• advisor and committee sign-off’s
• fee payments
• other graduation and/or submission requirements
Process for Students
1. Convert document to a .PDF file (other file types for multi-media are submitted as supplementary files).
2. Go online to the UI submission website and create an account. The system generates a password, which is sent to the student to confirm the email address.
3. Log in and begin the submission process:
The student receives an email confirming that the graduate school has received the submission.
Overview of Process
The Resources page 
is configurable 
The system will 
convert up to 5 files 
(per user) to PDF 
Author agreement


Authors can communicate 
needs for restrictions


The author’s  
account will not 
be charged until 
the copies have 
been shipped.
The author will receive confirmation that 
the dissertation/thesis has been submitted 
to the Graduate School
Process for Administrators
1. Log into the UI submission site to access submitted dissertations and theses.
– The initial view displays all submissions with their unique ID number, author, title, and status (and the administrator assigned to the document, if the school uses more than one person in the process).
2. Administrators can:
– View the dissertation/thesis details.
– Correct the metadata.
– Review and check off items on the checklist.
– Hold the submission indefinitely, until all requirements are checked off, or the submission is rejected, or if delivering to UMI in a batch.
3. When everything is complete, the administrator sends an acceptance message to the student.
4. Then with one click, the administrator delivers the manuscript to UMI.
– Manuscripts can be delivered incrementally as they're ready.
– Alternatively, manuscripts may be queued as ready then delivered as a batch.


The system will record the day, 
time, and administrator’s name 
when an item is checked off


The default application for 
opening a report is Excel
For More Information about Online Submission
 Go to http://dissertations.umi.com/ to access:
• Full Feature List
• List of Participating Schools
• Dissertation Management Help
• Administrator Guide
• Setup Questionnaire
 The demonstration submission site can be found at
http://dissertations.umi.com/marin/
 Austin.McLean@il.proquest.com for further information 
